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May 12, 1931

Mrs. M. S. Perlis
3337 Glynn Court
Detroit, Michigan

Dear Nrs. Perlis:

I am sorry to have been so long in getting this report
ready on Sanford, but the pressure of other work mekes
me have less time for these revorts than I wish I had.
I hope that you will think that this gives you a fair
picture of Sanford. I wish that I really had the gif%
to get down on paper a truly adequate picture of all
the delightful little personalities that we have here
at School,.

Cordially yours,

i e e



MERRILL-PALMER SCHOOL
Detroit, Michigan
Report on Sanford Perlis

February, 1931

Born January 14, 1926
Entered School at 111 April 9, 1928 Age 2 years 3 months
Transferred to 71 September 18, 1929 Age 3 years 8 months

ILeft School February 2, 1931 Age b5 years 1 month

Record of Attendance During last Year:
Fall Term 66 days Absent 13 days

Winter Term (up to February 2nd) 20 days Absent 4 days

The first spring that Sanford was in school he missed 18 days,

10 of them because exposed to measles and 8 at two different
times because of a cold and swollen gland. The next year from
September, 1928, to June, 1929, he missed 86 days. Irom November,
when he came dovn with a severe cold which threatened to be
pneumonia, on through larch he lost practically all of this time,
apparently having an almost continuous respiratory infection of
some sort. The year 1929 - 1930 showed a marked improvement in
his attendance as he only missed 25 days throughout the year,

9 days being his longest consecutive absence. <lhe longest con-
secutive absence this last year was 11 days and is recorded as
being for a stomach upset and cold.

Physical Exemination:

The physical examination made weptember 11, 1930, records his
general development, posture and nutrition as fair. His head
waes forward and he had slight knock knees., His skin was clear
and well nourished, his mucous membranes slightly pale and his
muscles medium in size and firmness. Eyes, ears and nose were
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recorded as normal as were all the glands except the submaxil-
lary which was enlerged. His adenoids and tonsils in the exam-
inations last year had been recorded as enlarged and diseased
and during this last sumrer (1930) they had been removed. <the
heart was recorded es having a marked sinus arrhythmia, an
irregularity which is not considered abnormal. Lungs, abdomen
and reflexes were considered normal.

Dental Exemination:

The last dental examination was made Januvary 30, 1931. At that
tine there were some caries present. The occlusion was consider-
ably improved probably due to the treatment he has undergone.

Record of Growth During Year:

Sanford was only weighed once during this last year on October
14, 1930, At that time his height was 42 9/&6 inches and his
weight was 42 8/&6 pounds. He had gained 6 pounds sincs his

last weight in the spring and 1 5/16 inches in height. Ythe gain
in weight had been especially satisfactory as it had raised his
pvercentile rank in weight for height from 30 to 868. It is quite
possible to suppose that the removal of diseased tonsils had
been a factor accounting for this gain. Last May the comment on
his growth for the year was that his gain in weight had not kept
pace with his gain in height, but the gain in weight during the
surmer had certainly made up for the slow gain last year. His
height of 42 9/16 inches gave him a vercentile rank of 53 in
height. A percentile rank in height of 53 means that 47% of boys
of his age who have been in the lMerrill-Palmer Schoo! have been
taller than he, which would indicete his height as just above the

mid point of the average group. His vercentile rank of 86 in weight
for height had brought him up from a low average to well above the

average .as the upper level of the average is 75.

Physical Life in School and Attitude Toward the Day's Regime:

Sanford learned to go through the routine of the day in a most
matter of fact way, never rebelling at any duty no matter how
difficult it might seem to him. At the first examinations, both

physical and mental, he had objested stranuously, and in his early

days at school and during the year when he had the long absences,
he obviously found it hard to part from his mother, but he aec-
cented the necessity, only weening silently sometimss after his
mother had gone. He learned, however, to be thorovshly coonera-
tive and developed a real sense of responsibility about doing the
things which were expected of him.
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Although he apparently had no particular zest for food and

has expressed some dislikes from time to tine, his attitude

for sometime has been one of willingness to try, a great im-
provement over the time when he was unwilling to taste new
foods. He showed a dislike for egzs at one tire but valiantly
ate them and even when he apparently did not feel well would
struggle to get through with his dinner. He had been one of
the slow eaters at school who needed many remindings to get on
with his meal. He would gaze about the room, talk, comment on
certain foods he disliked, and when eating was of‘ten recorded
as chewing almost indefinitely on his food. But this last fall
he came back to school and proved himself one of the speedy
eaters. After Christmas he lapsed agnin and several days took
thirty minutes or more, a thing he seldom did in the fall. It
would seem as if there had been a definite increase in apvetite
after the removal of the diseased tonsils and the adenoids in
the summer.

The home reports indicate that he has the well established
habit of a morning bowel movement and has had no trouble at all
with constipation. ‘hey also indicate that he frequently has
cocoa malt for breakfast and supper, that eggs sometimes occur
twice a day in his diet and that he has cereal frequently for
supper. Cocoa melt is high in carbohydrates since there is so
mich malt sugar added to the cocos,and the suggestion is that
he be given milk or weak cocoa made with milk rather than the
cocoa malt, that he have a green vegetable for supper, cereal
more often for breakfast and that an egg once a day is suf-
ficient provided that he receives an adequate amount of protein
in other forms.

He practically always took a nap, only missing thrse during +this
last year. His longest nav this year was 1 hour, 40 minutes;

his shortest 40 minutes, and his average wes approximately 1 hour,
10 minutes. He went quickly to sleep and slept quietly. The
home reports indicate 2 regular bed hour and a good average of
hours in bed compared with other children his age. 4 child who
takes a nap so regularly and willingly and who tekes such a good
nap seems to need still that daytime sleep., As time goes on he
will, of course, give up the nap but probably a rest period would
be advisable even after he gives up sleeping.

Sanford had become thoroughly competent about waiting on himself,
and needed no remindine about getting through with the routine
duties but eccomplished what had to be done without dawdling.

The one thing about which he had lagged had been his food and,

as has been said, there has been a marked improvement in this.

Physical Characteristics:

Senford was a busy child at school, this being especially so this
last year, but not a hyperactive one. He never seemed to he in
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a great hurry but gave one the impression of moving quietly and
steadily about his business. This did not mean, however, that
he was never quick moving for he often could be, but his ten-
dency was to be slow and deliberate about what he did and yet
constantly busy. He was skillful in bodily control and deft in
the use of his hands, doing some very nice weaving work this
last year, learning quickly the technique of doing it.

Tis voice was soft and gentle and his speech slow to deliberate.
His speech had been indistinet and at 3 years, 3 months was
recorded as difficult to understand. This had gradually cleared
and a year later he was recorded as easily understood, although
there waes still apparently some difficulty with a few vowels.
The only thing recorded this year is the use of w for r.

Hebits of Work and Play:

senford had excellent work and play habits, he concentrated on
the thing he was doing, carried his interest in some project over
from day to day, was constructive, skillful and very careful in
all that he did. He needed practically no direction in finding
things to do, was not discouraged if a thing were difficult bub
rather redoubled his efforts. He showed a quiet plessure over
his accomolishments but no marked elation. He did a great deal
of constructive work with blocks, enjoyed the work with tools,
painting, paper cutting and weaving. Domestic activities,
domestic play, dolls and puzzles interested him less. His play
was always full of ideas, his activity always purposeful. He
did not just dig, wheel a wheelbarrow, or ride a bicycle for the
activity itself, but because he was going to plant bulbs, was a
workmen on a construction job or was riding in an sutomobile.

He seemed to enjoy all the large projects which were carried on
over a period of time, such as the building of the circus, the
grocery store, the farm and others of that type. le even gave
some attention to the building of the doll house, its interest
%o him probably beinz thet it wes constructive work rather than
that it was & doll's house.

Out of doors he was apparently one of the less physically active
boys (this was especially so in the activity study last year and
less markedly so from the records this year). Indoors his rating
in the activity study last yeer ranks him as one of the most
active boys of his age. As has been noted in his choice of play,
his great interest was in building projects and he was more often
busy at that sort of thing than at the more quiet table occupa-
tions.

fental Traits:

The mental tests given Sanford at school, both performence tests
and language tests have alweys recorded him as a suverior child.
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At the last test the examiner records him as "keen and alert with
superior powers of observation and reasoning. His ability to
draw fine distinctions of cause and of fect reletionships is sug-
gested by his revly to ‘That Growls?! that 'A dog growls when

you touch him when he sleeps.! His associations and interests
are wide and show insight, imaginetion and thought." There are
many instances in the records of his reasoning power and the
keemness of his observation, even of details which escane many
children's notice or at least, comments. He has a very definite
tendency to always find the reason for things and state it.

This tendency to delve into causes and his ability to find them
mokes him one who solves his own problems to a great extent.

He was very resourceful in his work, gave it considerable thought
and critical sttention and got the most out of every opportunity
given him. He does not accept things on the say so of others

but does his own thinking and comes +o his own conclusions.

e uses on occasions long descriptive sentences, picks up new
words readily and hes consequently picked up a certain amount

of rough speech which he enioys nsing in the midst of pley. But
if one is a workman runnine 2 steam shovel, it is only rumning
true to form to resort to a certoin amount of such languege

and it seems, on the whole, best to irnore this particular displey
of histrionic ability. He talked as he played and worked, ta1lking
both to adults and to children, but talking never stopped him
from doing things. .

The record on his music states that: e showed much interest

in the music period, recognized the misic played immediately end
hed a fine rhythmic sense, recognizine instantly when there was

a change of rhythm. He 1iked to listen to the singing during

the rest period and hed his vpreference as to choice of song.
Senford would profit from work done jn tone placement. He showed
great improvement in his voice work at school and a little of
this done with him at home would be of great advantage."

He is recorded ss having "y sense of humor, not a quick, sharv

sense, but rather slow and droll." Then he found humor in &
situation, he broke into a delightfully contagious little
siggle.

Emotional HKeactions and Moods:

Sanford was a contented, hapny, stable, steady child at school,
going the even temor ol his way vithout omotional storms of any
sort. Tle had apperently overcorme all apprehensions which he

had had about some of the examinations at school and no longer
showed feer, nor did he show jealousy, temper, nor any perticular
display of affection for peorle at school. He evidently had a
heppy time here but shiowed no perticular elation at eny special
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event. The one emotion he showed was when he was reprimanded
by some one of the teachers for whose good opirion he obvicusly
cared. Very sensitive to their apyroval or disavproval, he

was crushed when it had to be disapproval and sobbed in a
heart-broken fashion.

Social Traits:

Senford was a most cooperative, helpful, willine child at
school, conforming with & very happy spirit to all +the require-
ments made of him, not because he was easily led, dependent on
the dictates of others, but because he enjoyed the hermony of
cooperation and was willing to do his part. He was never aggres-
sive, never pushed himself forward, although he had developed a
power of leadership in the group because of the fertility of his
ideas. IHe was a bit self conscious snd became uncomfortetle
whenever he felt that attention was centered on him. He quickly
noticed a student observing him ard did not like it, nor did he
like it to feel that people were talking sbout him and he was
guickly conscious if they were doing so.

He contributed to group activiby, joined in the circle, not
merely in a passive way doing what the others did, but making
suggestions as to what might be done.

He has a definite sense of justice, would stand uvp for the

rights of others and not let any chilé be "put upon." Althourh
not dependent on the companionship of others, able always to

find things to keep him busy, he nevertheless enjoyed play with
other children snd,as has been sz2id,was a successful leader in
the group, especially when some constructive work was under way.
Dona and he, practically the same age, both thoughtful with
somewhat similar testes and interests, were delightful companions.

Sanford fitted in so comfortebly to the school 1life, had so
mich to offer, was so responsible, and so resourceful that he
was o very positive influence in the school, especially since
he became one of the older children,and the linrsery School
teachers felt as if a right hand msn had left them when he
moved on to other spheres in February.
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Sanford' Perlis

Mentel Test

From the mental test given March 2, 1934, at the age of 8
years, 2 months, it appears that Sandy renks well in the superior
group. He did better than average in all tasks, and especlally well
in certain tests demending the ability to visualize concrete cbjects,
end work with them in his imsgination. His ability to teke the
sbstract principle from concrete situations was also especlelly
mature. The tester especially commented on the consideration he gave
to every answer, indicating a thoughtful and well-ordered mind.

Home Observation

From the four days' cbservation, it seems that Sandy is
spending a commendable part of his leisure time in vigorous outdoor
activity, and with other children. We did wonder if the amount of
time spent at the radio end in reading funny papers when indoors was
typlcal? During these days we saw no evidence of his reading books
to himself, nor of creative play (indoors), nor of housebold tasks.

It may be that the particuler week you reported was not eharacteristic
of his home life.



MERRILL-PALMER SCHOOL
Report to Parcnts
cn
Physical Memsurements

Child SANFORD P

Last Heasuremcnt This Meousurement
Date , 10- 11- 33 R-12-34 Suggestions
Age i 7<= 9-mos. 8- 1 mo.
T e Sanford is about
Period Covorcd 6 mos. 4 mos. the standard in
-~ i both height and
Height i 65— 7/16 n  68- 2/16 weight. He is
- making excellent
Gain . 8- 2/16 2-11/16 gains,.
1
Standard i 57 81 -
|
Hoight L 49-12/16 51- 1/16
G i _1-9/16 1- 5/16 .
POSTURE

Miss King reports thet Sanford's posture is good

SLEEP & ELIMINATION
Good

DIET
On the whole Sanford's diet is wery good. Good variety. However, wich snd see
that Sanford gets about a ouart of milk daily. It is particularly valuable
for children who are gbtowing as rapidly as Sanford is. A glass of milk with
each meal might take the place of some of the bresd he eats now.
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Child

MERRILL-PALUER SCHOOL

Ropert to Parents

Physical Measurements

Sanford Perlis

i Last lsasurencnt This Mcasurcment
Date . 21234 5-14-34 i Suggestions
Age ; 8 yrs. 1 mo. 8 yrs. 4 mos.
Periond Cevered 4 mos. 2 mOS. Good gains
Weight | 63-2/16 70-0/16
Gain 2-11/16 1-14/16
Standsrd lﬁ 61 62/11/16
, -
Hloight 51-1/16 51-9/16
Gain . 1-5/16 0-8/16 i
Stendard . 50 51-11/16
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EDNA N. WHITE, DIRECTOR
MARY E. SWEENY, Ass'T DIRECTOR

Merrill-Palmer Schoal
ESTABLISHED UNDER THE WILL OF LIZZIE MERRILL-PALMER

71 FERRY AVENUE, EAST
DETROIT, MICHIGAN

August 5, 1936.

Dr. end Mrs. Moe Perlis,
3337 Glynn Court,
Detroit, Michigan.

My dear Dr. and Mrs. Perlis:

The counsellors have summarized
their opinions of our Camp children for
the season just closed. You may be
interested to know tlie results of our
opinions, as they concern you. Ve are,
therefore, enclosing your report.

You will,please, remember that this
report represents imprecsions only, gained
during the short period of camp. The condi-
tions ars unusual for the group. Many adjust-
mente were made end many new opportunities offercd.
The reactions arc, therefore, not always what
would occur in the children's regular cnvironments.

The conditions of the Camp were
growth-producing to all the cempers. Develop-
nent ccnnot alweys be meazsured, but we are
confident that the children had a good time
in a recreationcl atmosphere which was
beneficial to them in meny ways.

We will be pleased to hear from you
regarding the future, and sssure you of our
continued interest.

Yours very truly,

%Aﬁu)a, CL)«»@W

Charles A, Wilson, M. D.
Camp Director
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MABEL R. RODGERS, REGISTRAR

July 7, 1936.

C. A. BENNETT, BUSINESS MANAGER

CAROLINE E. NEWBURGH,
OFFICE EXECUTIVE

THEKLA R. HODGSON,
LIBRARIAN

Dr. and Mrs, Moe Perlis,
%337 Glynn Gourt,
Detroit, Michigan.

Dear Friends:

A week of camping is now finished. You will
appreciate a brief report of Sanford's adjustment at camp.
It is too early to say much about progress but 2 later report
will indicste accomplishments.

Sanford seems hapoy to be back at camp and interested
in the various orojects. The three older boys in the Eagles
cabin, Marvin, Manert Johnson, and Sandy, are very congenial
and proceed in an exceptionally self-reliant manner. Their cabin
is always neat and they have their own ideas as how they wish
to spend their time. Sandy has entered into the spirit of the
whole camp well and is regarded by the others as a leader. In
the group discussiong of all campers he has contributed excellent
ideas. At present he is especially interested in the newspaper
project,

Sanford has been riding, playing baseball, has gone
on an overnight hike on horseback, and has done some swimming,
although not in the water everyday. The pollen extract for hay
fever has not yet arrived. He has been sleeping during afternoon
rest perlod.

Yours truly,

-}

Aes—

Charles A, Wilson,
Camp Director

CAW:C
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Dr. and Mrs. Moe Perlis
3337 Glynn Court
Detroit, Michigan

Dear Friends:

The staff has summarized the results of the summer at camp.
You will be interested in the opinions concerning your child. You should
remember that this report represents impressions gained during six weeks of
camping. Many adjustments were made and new opportunities offered. The
reactions are, therefore, not always what would occur in the child's usual
enviromment,

The description of Sanford's good adjustment at camp included in an
earlier letter continued to be true. His leadership and the example which
he set for others in various respects were admirable. We were especially
pleased to note, and found that he, too, appreciated his improvement over
last year with regard to sportsmanship. In the discussion of all campers
on this general subject his behavior was used by counsellors and children
to illustrate an outstandingly good sport. In basebsll, as captain he
was willing to sacrifice the strnegth of his team to teke on his side players
that were younger or not so popular, whereas other sometimes objected.

When work needed to be done on a project, he persevered until it was completed.
He seemed to get satisfaction from his own sense of achievement and did not
seek recognition for it. For example, with the Newspecker, he was to a

great extent responsible for making it a success, but showed no objection

that the editor, anbther child, received more prominence.

In cabin duties he began his work immediately after breakfast, did it
well, and was usually the first in his cabin to finish. In personal care,
he wag neat and cleanly. Although sometimes slow in quieting down at after-
noon rest period, he usually slept. At the table, his appetite was average,
he entered into conversation and into the occasional "gilliness" which the
boys and girls of his age enjoyed.

In addition to baseball and the Newspecker, Sandy had a variety of other
interests. He rides horseback very well. At the waterfront, he did the tests
that were set up, which the restriction of keeping his head out of the water
did not exclude, swam across the lake, did bozting and canoeing. In handi-
craft he drew pictures for the movie and Indlan book and also worked with tools.
In nature lore he won a luna moth offered for the one who first mounted a
butterfly, but did not continue his collection. He also enjoyed group singing,
took part in the Dramatics Club play, and was & member of the Photography Clu,

arles A. Wilson, M. D,
e Camp Director

Yours very truly



A Program of The Merrill-Palmer School 71 East Ferry Avenue Detroit, Michigan

Merrill -Palmer Farm Camp

SUMMER ADDRESS
R.F.D. No.1 - Dryden, Michigan

May 3, 1241

b

Mr, Sanford Perlis
22327 Glynn Court
Detroit, Michigsn

Dear Sandy:

This letter is to officirlly inform ycu that you have been
apvointed as & counselor at the Merrill-Palmer Camp for the
1941 season. We hope thet the experience will be orof it-
atle to you as it certainly has many poscibilities. We
will endeavor to give you a varied experience so that you
will become acquainted with many vhases of camp as well as
child development. 5

The camp season is from June 22 to August 2. The staff are
expected to be there June 12 and lsave August 4 in order to
open and close camp prorerly.

.

Sincerely yours,
Theodore Czerkowski, Director

Tc/d
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AT MERRILL-PALMER SCHOOL this relaxed three-year-old takes her nap in
her cotton plaid dress. The school staff suggests this sort of frock as being good
because it's comfortable enough to sleep in, and easily laundered.

WIDELY-SPACED eyelets and stiff HIS STURDY SHOES give his feet

tips on shoe laces help him to put on support and his toes plenty of room.
his own sneakers. Sneakers aren't He can manage his own dark red
suggested for full time wear. His jersey pants with elastic across back
¢corduroy suit is brown. and his striped jersey.

&
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THE TWO LARGE BUTTONS on this three-year-old’'s coat are about ¢
he wants to cope with at one time. Good-sized button holes help. His co
and cap are blue. His brown pants are long enough to keep his ankl
warm, and his stout shoes complete the job. The cupboards provide
place to put his things; and he can’t hurt his fingers.

HE GETS fruit juice and cod liver oil after his nap  THIS easily laundered brown outfit gives him THESE four-year-olds wear clothing that's light
and before his outdoor play. freedom, especially for leg action. comfortable and warm for outdoors in fall.

O THOSE attending the

ninth biennial conference
of the National Association
for Nursery Education at
the Hotel Book-Cadillac this
week-end, Detroit is more
than a convention city. It is
the home of Edna Noble
White, director of the Merrill-
Palmer School since its in-
ception in 1920, and as such
more responsible than any
other individual for the
growth of nursery schools

Woman of
the \Week .

BY HELEN BOWER



HE GETS fruit juice and cod liver oil after his nap

and before his outdoor play.

TO THOSE attending the
ninth biennial conference
of the National Association
for Nursery Education at
the Hotel Book-Cadillac this
week-end, Detroit is more
than a convention city. It is
the home of Edna Noble
White, director of the Merrill-
Palmer School since its in-
ception in 1920, and as such
more responsible than any
other individual for the
growth of nursery schools
and child development centers
in the United States.
“Merrill-Palmer” was only
an idea and a bequest from
the estate of Lizzie Merrill
Palmer when a board of De-
troiters chose the head of
Ohio State’'s home economics
department to formulate a
program and establish a
nursery school, which opened
in 1922. In the interval of
planning;~Miss’ White weiit to
England to study the nursery
school movement as it oper-
ated there for underprivileged
children, though Merrill-
Palmer was to be for normal
children who would prove
that education of children,
and parents, begins much
earlier than kindergarten.
From the unique combina-
tion of 12 children and six
students from Michigan State,
the Merrill-Palmer School has
become a model, attracting
world - wide attention and
sending its own students to
distant lands. Nine nursery
schools in wartime Wales are
modeled on Merrill-Palmer.
£ * *
IT WAS characteristic of
Edna Noble White, native
of a small Illinois town and
graduate of the University of
Illinois, that when she came
to Detroit, she settled down
to become a part of the com-
munity. It was characteristic
that she should choose for
her home a brick coach house
. on John R, around the corner
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THIS easily laundered brown outfit gives him

freedom, especially for leg action.

PHOTOS BY MORT WALTON

THESE four-year-olds wear clothing that's light,

comfortable and warm for outdoors in fall.

EDNA NOBLE WHITE, of Merrill-Palmer . .

from the school located in the
dramatic old Freer house on
E. Ferry, and have the coach
house remodeled to plans of
her own drawing. Here ghe
has made a home for her sis-
ter, Miss Leila White, and for
two motherless nephews, her
brother’s sons, since grown
and married. It was char-
acteristic that she did not use
the boys as “guinea pigs,”
but rather gave them rich
opportunity. Some 15 years
ago she bought a farm 40
miles from Detroit, chiefly so
that the growing boys could
have country life. Today the
farm .is Miss White's week-
end home, her avocation.
Friends testify to her gener-
osity with crops of straw-
berries, raspberries, grapes.
But Miss White's vocation

has followed her. The eleven-
year-old Merrill-Palmer Camp
is just across the road from
her farm.

The best comment on Miss
White came from a friend
who said of this vigorous,
vital person that “growing
things appeal more to her
than static.” She likes to
work with people, young and
old. She likes committees; is
a member of some 25 nation-
al organizations and 13 local
groups serving the commun-
ity. Detroit, as an industrial
community, fascinates her for
the challenge it offers to the
educational facilities which
utilize it.

* * %
TRAINED in home econom-
ics, Miss White prefers
cooking to sewing, but isn’t

. “Growing things appeal more to her.”

a famous-for-one-dish woman,
She cooks a ‘“‘good, square
meal;” is an exact house-
keeper. In dress she is con-
servative; doesn’t like strong
colors. But she is a con-
noisseur of jewelry, especially
necklaces and pins; though,
characteristically, she prefers
hand-wrought jewelry which
expresses the craftsmanship
of a people. She likes the
theater, isn’t quite so fond of
concerts. She doesn’t play
cards, but she likes to read.

Biographies and books on in-
ternational affairs are her
favorites. She never reads de-
tective fiction, which inspired
a friend to observe that it
would be good for her if she
did get a murder or two under
her skin.
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Children

Vacation
at School

By GAY BARTLETT

NE OF THE BUSIEST
Spots in tows. is Ferris
School in Highland Park—
it’s fairly swarming with
happy kids. It's not class-
room routine that’s' keeping
them there, but vacationtime,
for the school is entirely
given over this summer to

keeping city-bound children
as happy and carefyee as if they
were romping on the sands of a
lakeshore. 3

The PTA had the idea in mind
for several ‘years—and their
dream has hecome a reality this
season. They saw no point in
having a biz, cool building like a
schoolhoust with all iis facilities
for making children happy and
entertained go to waste all dur-
ingz the summer months,

* * *

THE PROGRAM had a con-
crete heginning last fall when
the PTA board worked out a
Halloween program for children
and charged 25 cents admission.
That brought the stay-at-home-
camp funds up from nothing to
$300.

Then the preject took shape.

City ‘Campers’ Picnic Indoors

their home-packed lunches.

Ly

Ferris School in’ Highland Park is workin g full time this year. It's being used as a
day camp for city-bound children during the summer months. The “campers” arrive
with their lunches in the morning and stay until late afternoon. They swim, play
outdoors, participate in plays, sing and learn the crafts. Milk is served to round out

Lady T.uck was on the Board’s
side when they obtained the help
of Merrill Palmer School in
working . out a program. Theo-
dore Czerkowski (“Mr.
to the kids) was released from
duties at that school to go over
to Ferris and direct activities
this summer. He's proved to be
a wizard at such work, and the
kids think he’s swell.

“They know that this is their
program, and that we want them
to contribute to the plans for the
summer,” Mr, Czerkowski said.
‘“Because of this, the children
feel responsible, and want to help
in keeping the building and equip-
ment in good condition. They feel
that it is their's, too.”

* * *

HE 150 children attending

- the camp arrive in the morn-

ing at 10 o'clock with their
lunches (except milk, which is
furnished for them), and camp
until 3. Most of the morning is
spent outdoors in the playground.
The Department of Recreation is
helping out by providing a staff
of playground supervisors.

Lunch is eaten at noon, with
milk served and general super-
vision given by volunteer work-
ers, many of whom are high
school girls interested in child

study. The high school girls help,

.in mixing paints, taking care of
equipment, and’ guiding the chil-
dren in any way they can.

- After lunch, the children rest
until 1:30, and from there they go
b to _classes in dramaties

nraftre

Caesar”

which there iz a demand. Swim-
ming goes on almest continually,
with different groups assigned to
certain hours' so the pool will
never be overcrowded.

Asszembly, two or thres times
a week, i3 the big get-together,
where they sing—beth with and
without a piano, hecause there's
a scarcity of available piano-
players. Little plays produced
by the dramatic club are enact-

ed, and general discussions are:

carried omn.
* * %

IS A GOOD IDEA that’s
working out well—and the chil-
dren are happy about it. They
have no “going-to-school” feel-
ing because, except for necessary
supervision, they are free to come
and go, enter into whatever ac-
tivities they are interested in,
and are held dewn by supervis-
ion no more than is necessary
for their own safety and happi-
ness.

PTA mothers helping with the
activities are Mrs. Walter Hanes,
chairman; Mrs. Edward Malas-
ky, executive secretary; Mrs,
Stanley Dariing, treasurer, and
Mrs. Ferdinand Mielke, registra-
tion. Other miothers contribute
their help part-time.

Also in co-operation are Ed-
gar H. E. Mumford, principal of
Ferris School, the Highland Park
Police Department, Kenneth
Woble and the Department of
Recreation, the public library,
and Camp. Fire groups.

The camp is financed hy a 20-

_———— T - far ~-
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