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Freer and Sackler Gallery 
Makes First Group Visit to  Detroit

Freer’s “Points of Contact” with Korea

for the first time, the freer Gallery of art and arthur M. Sackler Gallery in Wash-
ington, D.c., sponsored about a dozen members and donors to visit Detroit. their 
four-day stay coincided with louise allison cort’s lecture on Freer and Korean Ce-
ramics at the Dia. the group also saw cranbrook, two local private collections of 
asian art, and toured the freer and hecker houses, the Dia, Pewabic Pottery, and 
the u-M Museum of art. for many, it was a first opportunity to explore the Detroit 
history and legacy of their museum’s founder, charles lang freer, and to have an 
in-depth exploration of the freer house, coined by Dr. thomas W. Brunk as “the 
original freer Gallery of art.”  Whitney kellaher, freer/Sackler Gallery membership 
coordinator, praised the “fantastic trip to Detroit.” louise cort said the group left 
feeling, “thrilled and inspired” by the historical connections and present-day part-
nership between D.c.’s freer Gallery of art and Detroit’s freer house.

The Freer House thanks the following for hosting our guests: Ken Gross and Gerhart 
Knodel; Greg Witkopp, Cranbrook; Birgitta Augustin and Ken Myers, DIA; Steve Mc-
Bride, Pewabic Pottery; and David Weinberg and Nancy Hauri.

charles lang freer’s interest in “points of 
contact” between asian and Western art pro-
vides the freer house with a rich vein of topics 
to explore for its lecture series. freer’s interest 
in asian cultures also provides opportunities 
to partner with a wealth of diverse communi-
ties in metro Detroit as we build our audiences 
and programs.  through this, the freer house 
has created unique events focusing on freer 
and Japan, china, egypt and india. the Spring 
2016 lecture highlighted freer’s great interest 
in korean art and ceramics.

With active and dedicated leadership 
provided by David roden, honorary con-
sul General of korea in Michigan, the freer 
house secured a wonderful group of commu-
nity based sponsors and invited louise allison 
cort to speak on, Charles Lang Freer and the 
Discovery of Korean Ceramics. Ms. cort is 
curator of ceramics, freer Gallery of art and 
arthur M. Sackler Gallery, Smithsonian.  her 
Dia lecture, in partnership with the friends 
of asian arts and cultures, was preceded by 
a special korean style luncheon at the freer 
house, catered by Wasabi restaurant in Mid-
town, for sponsors and special guests.   

a post lecture reception, open to freer 
house members and the general public, 
hosted 75 visitors with guided tours of the 
house, and a photo exhibit of freer’s prized 

ceramics and works of korean art.

In addition to Mr. Roden, ‘Freer and Korean 
Art’ co-sponsors included: the Consulate of 
Korea in Chicago; Mr. & Mrs. David T. Provost 
(chairman and CEO, Talmer Bank and Trust); 
Timothy and Jeannie Ha, (managing director, 
Talmer Bank and Trust);  Jeremy and Jiyong 
Lee; and Drs. Todd and Sook Wilkinson. Guests 
included Myeoung Hyun Lee and Julius Gyu 
Hwang of the Korean American Community of 
metro Detroit, and Do-Hee Morsman, adminis-
trator of U-M’s NAM Center for Korean Studies.
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