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DAY 1: Thursday, October 2, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Shooting Down the Elephant: Legacies of Historical
Trauma on Practitioner/Client Relationships
 presented by Marva Lewis, PhD

DAY 2: Friday, October 3, 9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Shelter from the Storm: Supporting Infants and
Toddlers Exposed to Domestic Violence
 presented by Deborah Harris, LISW, IMH-E (IV) 
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of Parents and Young Children
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2014 Explorations in Development
WHO WILL BENEFIT

Social workers, educators
and other professionals working

with infants and families 

HOSTED BY
 Healthier Urban Families

Outreach Program  
Infant Mental Health Program

Michigan Association for 
Infant Mental Health 

LOCATION
WSU Oakland Center

33737 West Twelve Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills, MI 48331

Registration Includes 
continental breakfast and CEs.

Lunch not included. Healthier Urban Families
Outreach Program

Infant Mental
Health Program



  

  Marva L. Lewis is an Associate Professor 
at Tulane University with a Ph.D. in Socio-
cultural Psychology. Her past clinical expe-
rience includes working as a child welfare 
social worker in Michigan and psychother-
apist on an interdisciplinary team working 
with high risk infants placed in foster care 
in Colorado and Louisiana. Her scholarship 
focuses on the hair-combing task as a con-
text for research, assessment, and interven-
tion with caregivers and young children. 
She founded and directs the Early Connec-
tions Center for Research and Training. She 
developed the Talk, Touch & Listen while 
Combing Hair community-based, parent 
support group focused on reunification of 
parents separated from their children due 
to incarceration or placement of the child 
into foster care. She has published work on 
issues related to Childhood Experiences of 
Racial Acceptance and Rejection©,  inter-
generational stress associated with inter-
nalized oppression and “colorism” (valuing 
light skin color), and family conflict reso-
lution. She also developed tools for indi-
vidual and organizational audits on stereo-
types and emotions associated with topics 
of diversity. In 2011 she was commissioned 
by the National Zero to Three Safe Babies 
Court Teams to conduct a series of work-
shops titled, ‘Healing from the Historical 
Trauma of Slavery.’

Marva L. Lewis
Associate Professor, Tulane University School of Social Work

    Why do all the Black workers sit together? In communities of color, the social 
hierarchies of light skin color and straight hair symbolize the legacies of centuries of 
historical trauma (HT) of enslaved Africans. Legally classified as chattel for the ben-
efit of all White Americans, these features became the ‘mark of oppression.’ Inter-
nalized racial stereotypes and White privilege presents a powerful yet unrecognized 
dynamic in modern interpersonal relationships. In this workshop we use the Sotero 
public health model of HT to examine modern manifestations of racial disparities in 
multiple indexes of health and social well-being of African Americans and parent-
child attachment relationships. We provide several research-based clinical tools for 
addressing these dynamics in worker-client relationships. 

OBJECTIVES

• Understand the concepts of chattel slavery as a collective experience of historical
   trauma and the psychological residuals of slavery.

• Recognize how the historical trauma of slavery currently impacts all members 
  of the United States and is manifested in the disproportionality and disparities of
  African Americans in multiple social indexes of health and well-being.

• Understand individual differences in families of color around the world regarding
  the legacies of Colorism associated with the historical trauma of slavery. 

• Identify stereotypes of Blacks and African phenotypes originated during slavery
  and the modern day psychological residuals of slavery. 

Thursday

October 2 Shooting Down the Elephant: Legacies of Historical 
Trauma on Practitioner/Client Relationships

CE INFORMATION
5.5 CEs per day for social workers: Merrill Palmer 
Skillman Institute is an approved provider with the 
Michigan Social Work Continuing Education Collab-
orative. Approved Provider Number: MICEC 0068.

5.5 SCECH’s per day pending.

Please call Trudy Shiemke at 313-664-2527
for more information about contact hours.

A certificate of attendance will be issued for OTs, PTs 
and other disciplines not specified here.

DAY 1 & 2  SCHEDULE

MPSI 2014 
Explorations In Development 

Understanding the Impact of Past & Present Trauma 
on the Lives of Parents and Young Children

9:00 - 9:30 am 

9:30 am - 4:20pm

11:00 -11:15 am

12:30 - 1:30 pm

3:00 - 3:15 pm

4:20 - 4:30 pm

REGISTRATION & BREAKFAST

LECTURE WITH BREAKS BELOW

BREAK

BREAK FOR LUNCH

BREAK 

EVALUATION



  

  

Shelter From The Storm: Supporting Infants and
Toddlers Exposed to Domestic Violence

SPONSORED BY:

  Deborah Harris has a master’s degree in 
social work from the University of Califor-
nia, Berkeley. She trained in infant-parent 
psychotherapy at the Infant Parent Pro-
gram created by Selma Fraiberg. Debo-
rah was supervised and trained by Alicia 
Lieberman and Jeree Pawl. She completed 
a post-graduate fellowship in both infant 
mental health and family therapy. She is 
certified in the advanced Circle of Security 
assessment and treatment protocol and is 
an endorsed COS-DVD parenting trainer 
and consultant. Deborah has completed 
the three-year train-the-trainers Neurose-
quential Model of Therapeutics developed 
by Dr. Bruce Perry and is a co-trainer for 
Child Parent Psychotherapy. She is a grad-
uate Fellow of the Zero to Three Leader-
ship Development Initiative, where she 
created a model for Infant Teams in New 
Mexico. Deborah teaches advanced clini-
cal seminars in infant mental health at the 
University of New Mexico and co-directs 
the New Mexico Infant Team project with 
her colleague Jane Clarke, PhD. Deborah 
provides reflective consultation to groups 
in New Mexico and Alaska. She is endorsed 
through the New Mexico Association for 
Infant Mental Health as a level 4 infant 
mental health mentor and practice leader. 
Her primary focus is working with infants 
and young children who have experienced 
trauma and maltreatment.

Friday

October 3
Deborah Harris, LISW, IMH-E®IV

    Deborah Harris will discuss the use of a developmental and trauma-informed 
model to understand risks to the very young child’s trajectory and family relation-
ships when they are exposed to violence in the home. She will address questions 
such as: “What is traumatic for infants and toddlers? How do we address trauma 
in child welfare, mental health and the judicial systems?, and How do we inter-
vene to promote developmental growth in all areas?” This discussion will focus 
on the importance of an integrated approach that includes infant mental health, 
developmental assessment, trauma informed evaluation and treatment. A critical 
aspect of this methodology is the security of primary caregiving relationships for 
children from birth to three years of age. Ms. Harris will highlight examples of 
specific system coordination as well as intervention models such as infant and 
child parent psychotherapy.

    The goal is to reduce maltreatment recidivism rates for children taken into cus-
tody, achieve permanency with caregivers, and increase caregiver understanding 
of the impact of trauma and stress on their child’s development.  Compassion 
fatigue, secondary and vicarious trauma will be discussed as a critical component 
for reflective supervision.

OBJECTIVES

• Identify the impact of trauma on the developing brain 

• Identify interventions that are trauma- and developmentally-informed

• Identify the importance of relationship stability for infants and young children 

• Learn the importance of systems alignment and trauma-informed intervention 
   to best serve young children in protective services.

MERRILL PALMER
SKILLMAN INSTITUTE 

for Child & Family Development
Healthier Urban Families

Outreach Program
Infant Mental

Health Program

Understanding the Impact of Past & Present Trauma 
on the Lives of Parents and Young Children
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2014 MPSI EXPLORATIONS REGISTRATION FORM
FEE SCHEDULE
 EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION For Professionals (Must receive registration by August 22, 2014)
  q$65 Thursday, Oct 2         OR       q$65 Friday, Oct. 3        q$110 Both Days

 ONE-DAY REGISTRATION . . . . . . $90 (per day)  q Thursday, October 2    OR q Friday, October 3
 TWO-DAY REGISTRATION . . . . . $180    q Both Days 
 MI-AIMH MEMBER . . . . . . . . .  $75 (per day)  q Thursday, October 2    OR q Friday, October 3
 STUDENTS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35 (per day)   q Thursday, October 2   OR q Friday, October 3

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED    $ __________

q My organization will pay my registration fee. Enclosed is verification (purchase order/authorization) of my agency’s
commitment. 

q Check     q Money Order     q VISA/Master     Card  Number  ________________________________________________________

Expiration Date _____________ 3 digit security code on back of card __________

Name (as it appears on card) ________________________________________  Signature  ______________________________________

q Please check here if you have a disability and could require accommodations to fully participate in this activity.
You will be contacted by the conference coordinator.

Professional Discipline ____________________________________________   Professional License Number: _____________________________________
 
REFUND POLICY: Registrations are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis and space is limited. Substitutions are accepted at any time. A full refund, 
less a $25 processing fee ($10 for students), will be granted if request received by Sept 1, 2014. No refunds provided for no-shows and late cancellations.

WSU Merrill Palmer Skillman Institute for Child & Family Development

2014 Explorations In Development

ATTN: Explorations In Development
Merrill Palmer Skillman Institute
Wayne State University
71 East Ferry,  Detroit, MI 48202

Payment or purchase order/authorizations must accompany registration form.
Make checks payable to: Wayne State University/MPSI

Registration is required.

Name ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Organization ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

Address _________________________________________________ City __________________  State ____  Zip Code _________

Daytime phone __________________________________________  Fax _______________________________________________

Home phone ____________________________________________  E-mail _____________________________________________

                                 THREE WAYS TO REGISTER 

1. To Register on line
https://commerce.wayne.edu/mpsi/professional-development-continuing-education.html 

2. Contact Beverly Weathington at: 313-664-2526

OR
3. Mail this form & payment to:

*All registrants will receive 
a confirmation via email. 
If you do not receive an 
email within 1 week of 
registering, please contact 
Beverly Weathington at: 
ac8787@wayne.edu

MORE INFO: 
Beverly Weathington at
313-664-2526 or
ac8787@wayne.edu 
OR
Trudy Shiemke at
313-664-2527
or ab3384@wayne.edu

CLICK HERE

https://commerce.wayne.edu/mpsi/professional-development-continuing-education.html

