
Much time, effort and thought is going into 
planning a five-year path forward for MPSI. 

Under the guidance of Director Alissa 
Huth-Bocks, faculty and staff met regularly in 

the fall to refine MPSI’s mission, vision and 
values and to outline five strategic directions. 
The work continues as subcommittees create 

action plans for each goal and craft the 
wording for the full Strategic Plan.
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Tough Teen Experiences
Spark Research into Adolescence

In the sitcom “Frasier,” Frasier’s 
mentor asks what sparked his inter-
est in psychiatry. Frasier replies, “I 
was eight. I’d come home crying 
because one of the older boys had 
thrown my copy of The Fountain-
head under a bus. My mother ex-
plained it wasn’t because he didn’t 
like the way I walked, or because 
I wore an ascot to school, it was 
because he didn’t like himself. And 
at that very moment, I became a 
student of human behavior.” 

Though Hannah Schacter, PhD, 

1930s Merrill Palmer Treasures 
Reveal Exquisite Detail

A rare gift was donated to MPSI from board mem-
ber Seymour Nayer: A collection of papers from the 
estate of his late uncle that includes student assess-
ments from Uncle Sandy’s Merrill Palmer nursery 
school years.

Sanford “Sandy” Perlis attended MP from 1928 to 
1931 and then returned three years later for summer 
camp and as a camp counselor. The papers are striking 
in the detail of their observations of Sandy’s growth 
and development. Deemed of superior intellect at age 
4, Dr. Perlis went on to become a renowned psychia-
trist in Connecticut and a clinical professor at Yale 
University. The obituary of his death in 1994 was 
carried in The New York Times.

SEE P. 2

deals in the very real and serious 
business of academic research, her 
spark was much the same. “When 
I started college as a psychology 
major, I was blown away that I 
could empirically investigate all 
those tough teen experiences that 
make adolescence quite emotion-
ally taxing for a lot of kids.” 

Dr. Schacter is an affiliate faculty 
member at MPSI. She attended 
Hamilton College in New York as 
an undergrad, UCLA for her PhD 
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Dr. Schacter welcomes teens to Giant 
Step 2023.
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Nephew Seymour and his sister 
Susan also attended Merrill Palm-
er’s nursery school. Their mother 
Corinne (Sandy’s older sister) was 
a strong advocate of the education 
provided by MP, yet never attend-
ed the school herself. By the time 
her parents discovered the school, 
Corinne had “aged out,” a loss she 
deeply regretted and later rectified 
by sending her own children there. 
Corinne also worked for many 
years as an administrator at Merrill 
Palmer.

“Reading through these assess-
ments reinforced how seriously 
MP took its mission,” Seymour 
said. As an attorney and partner 
with the Plunkett Cooney law firm, 
Seymour at times reads reports 
and assessments by psychologists. 
He found the MP reports a cut 
above. “I was very impressed, even 
a little taken aback by the quality 
of the observations and the writ-
ing,” he said. “When we read this, 
we feel like we really know this 
little boy. No jargon and so much 
objective documentation. I am also 
struck by how the teachers wrote 
this level of report on every stu-
dent in the classroom.”

Some details are particularly 
entertaining: 

“Sanford was a busy child at 
school, this being especially so this 
last year. He never seemed to be in 
a great hurry but gave the impres-
sion of moving quietly and steadily 
about his business.”

“His play was always full of 
ideas, his activity purposeful. He 
did not just dig, wheel a wheelbar-
row, or ride a bicycle for the activ-

A 1934 portrait of Merrill Palmer nursery school 
student Sanford Perlis and his sister Corinne, 
painted by famous artist and poet Alice Archer 
Sewall James. The Perlis’ secured a sitting with 
Mrs. James through faculty at Merrill Palmer, part 
of a now 100-year connection to MPSI.

A page from
Sanford’s detailed 

assessment (rt)
focuses on physical 

development and 
diet. Below is a
special invite to 

parents to visit their 
children at Merrill-

Palmer Camp. 
Sanford drew the

illustrations himself.

ity itself, but because he was going 
to plant bulbs, was a workman on 
a construction job, or was riding in 
an automobile.”

“He is recorded as having ‘a 
sense of humor, not a quick, sharp 
sense, but rather slow and droll.’ 
When he found humor in a situ-
ation, he broke into a delightfully 
contagious little giggle.”

These treasured documents will 
soon be included in the Merrill 
Palmer Skillman archives of the 
Walter Reuther Library at WSU. To 

view the papers 
digitally scan 
theQR code.



MPSI trainee Emily Pasman 
published a commentary in 
a peer-reviewed journal that 
was nominated as an Editor’s 
Choice. Emily co-authored 
Knowing or Not Knowing: Living 
as Harm Reductionists in 12-Step Recovery in the 
Journal of Substance Abuse Treatment.

A Beacon of Light for Detroit Moms and Babies
 Beverly Weathington, LMSW, was honored as 

an “Ambassador of Light” in the lives of mothers 
and babies by SisterFriends Detroit this summer.  
SisterFriends is a nationwide volunteer program 
providing support to women and their families 
from pregnancy to baby’s first birthday, with a 
mission to reduce maternal and infant mortal-
ity. The Detroit chapter is organized through the 
Detroit Health Department. Ms. Weathington is 
the community engagement coordinator of the 
MPSI’S Healthier Urban Families program.

She first worked with SisterFriends in 2018 
providing virtual trainings for parents on topics 
such as self-esteem in children. A year later, she 
became a mentor, committing to work with one 
mom through her pregnancy and until the baby 
was a year old. Ms. Weathington (an experienced 
midwife) also chose to act as her mentee’s doula. 
The delivery had a few surprises, but mom and 
baby came through it fine.  

Honors & Achievements
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The award also came as a surprise. She had no idea 
she would be honored. “I have such gratitude for 
SisterFriends,” she said. “They’ve given me so much. 
Working with them has been enriching for me.”    

Ms. Weathington knows from experience that 
pregnant and new moms often also need mental 
health support and counseling at a deeper level 
than peer volunteers can be expected to provide. 
She advocates for this type of support being readily 
available to parents with babies and young children 
and has the opportunity to offer it at the Early Child 
Support Clinic at Wayne Pediatrics, a recent initiative 
with the WSU School of Social Work to offer in-clinic 
mental health resources, assessments and referrals.   

“The health and happiness of moms and babies 
depends on quality support at many levels,” Ms. 
Weathington said. The clinic provides relationship-
based services to children from birth to five, their 
parents and caregivers. To learn more about Sister-
Friends Detroit, call 313-961-BABY. 

Trainees Win University Awards
Faiza Bakth won the Betty 

Neitzel Memorial Award for ex-
cellence in research and schol-
arship by a doctoral student in 
psychology, and also won the 
Steven Lewis Memorial Award 

for outstanding and creative contributions to 
research in human psychology.

Nicole Kouri received the 
Ben & Brenda Rosen Award for 
outstanding teaching and re-
search by a graduate student.

Alexandra Ehrhardt won two 
awards in 2023: the Heberlein 
Endowed Award for excellence 
in teaching by a graduate stu-
dent, and the Department of 
Psychology’s Graduate Teaching 
Award.

Editor’s Choice

From left: Shirley Gray, LMSW; Ms. Weathington; Tahira 
Khalid, LMSW



TTTeeeeeennnsss fffrrrooommm 222666 
SSSccchhhoooooolllsss DDDiiissscccooovvveeerrr
CCCooommmmmmooonnn GGGrrrooouuunnnddd 

aaannnddd FFFrrriiieeennndddssshhhiiippp
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WWWhhhaaattt hhhaaappppppeeennnsss wwwhhheeennn yyyooouuu bbbrrriiinnnggg 
tttooogggeeettthhheeerrr 111888999 ttteeeeeennnsss fffrrrooommm aaacccrrrooossssss 
mmmeeetttrrrooo DDDeeetttrrroooiiittt fffooorrr aaa dddaaayyy ooofff iiiccceee---
bbbrrreeeaaakkkeeerrrsss aaannnddd ooopppeeennn dddiiissscccuuussssssiiiooonnnsss??? 

AAA llliiittttttllleee bbbiiittt ooofff mmmaaagggiiiccc...
TTThhheee GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp TTTeeeeeennn CCCooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceee 

mmmooottttttooo ooofff “““IIInnncccllluuusssiiiooonnn,,, HHHaaarrrmmmooonnnyyy,,, 
AAAcccccceeeppptttaaannnccceee””” cccooommmeeesss aaallliiivvveee... DDDeeessspppiiittteee 
fffeeeaaarrr aaannnddd aaawwwkkkwwwaaarrrdddnnneeessssss ––– ttteeeeeennnsss 
gggeeettt tttooo kkknnnooowww eeeaaaccchhh ooottthhheeerrr... SSStttrrraaannngggeeerrrsss 
bbbeeecccooommmeee fffrrriiieeennndddsss... “““TTTeeeeeennnsss ssseeeeee wwwhhhaaattt 
ttthhheeeyyy hhhaaavvveee iiinnn cccooommmmmmooonnn... IIIttt’’’sss ttthhhaaattt 
sssiiimmmpppllleee,,,””” sssaaaiiiddd GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp vvvooollluuunnnttteeeeeerrr 

RRRiiiccchhhaaarrrddd TTThhhooommmaaasss... “““OOOnnnccceee yyyooouuu gggeeettt tttooo 
kkknnnooowww aaa pppeeerrrsssooonnn,,, yyyooouuu ssseeeeee hhhooowww mmmuuuccchhh 
aaallliiikkkeee yyyooouuu aaarrreee... TTThhhaaattt’’’sss hhhooowww yyyooouuu bbbuuuiiilllddd 
rrreeessspppeeecccttt aaannnddd fffrrriiieeennndddssshhhiiippp...””” 

IIInnn ttthhheee 333999 yyyeeeaaarrrsss sssiiinnnccceee GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp 
bbbeeegggaaannn,,, ttthhhooouuusssaaannndddsss ooofff nnniiinnnttthhh aaannnddd 
ttteeennnttthhh gggrrraaadddeeerrrsss fffrrrooommm uuurrrbbbaaannn,,, sssuuubbbuuurrr---

in developmental psychology, and 
completed a postdoctoral fellow-
ship at the University of Southern 
California. The community embed-
dedness, diverse student body, 
rich culture and history, and col-
legial focus on social determinants 
of health embodied by WSU, drew 
her to the campus and energizes 

her today. She was also impressed 
by MPSI’s Giant Step Teen Confer-
ence (see above) and is now fac-
ulty advisor to the program. 

She teaches undergraduate 
classes in introductory and devel-
opmental psychology. “With the 
intro course, I love that I get to be 
many students’ initial gateway into 
a discipline that I’m so passionate 
about.” This passion also drives 

her research in adolescent peer 
relationships. In a large, govern-
ment funded project, she and 
collaborators Drs. Hilary Marusak 
and Tanja Jovanovic are studying 
how bullying can alter adolescents’ 
physiological functioning and pro-
duce mental health difficulties. Dr. 
Schacter received the 2023 Early 
Career Award from the Alberti 
Center for Bullying Abuse Preven-

bbbaaannn,,, pppuuubbbllliiiccc,,, ppprrriiivvvaaattteee,,, ccchhhaaarrrttteeerrr,,, pppaaarrrooo---
ccchhhiiiaaalll,,, mmmaaagggnnneeettt aaannnddd hhhooommmeee sssccchhhoooooolllsss 
hhhaaavvveee aaatttttteeennndddeeeddd ttthhheee fffrrreeeeee aaannnnnnuuuaaalll 
cccooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceee... TTTwwweeennntttyyy---sssiiixxx sssccchhhoooooolllsss 
ssseeennnttt ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss ttthhhiiisss yyyeeeaaarrr... AAAttt ccchhheeeccckkk---
iiinnn,,, eeeaaaccchhh ssstttuuudddeeennnttt iiisss aaassssssiiigggnnneeeddd tttooo aaa 
dddiiissscccuuussssssiiiooonnn tttaaabbbllleee wwwiiittthhh ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss 

Schacter from page 1

CCCllloooccckkkwwwiiissseee fffrrrooommm tttoooppp llleeeftftft::: SSStttuuudddeeennntttsss ssstttaaannnddd fffooorrr aaannn ooopppeeennniiinnnggg eeexxxeeerrrccciiissseee tttooo wwwaaakkkeee ttthhheeeiiirrr 
mmmiiinnndddsss aaannnddd bbbooodddiiieeesss;;; dddiiissscccuuussssssiiiooonnn dddiiigggsss dddeeeeeeppp aaattt TTTaaabbbllleee 222;;; ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss qqquuueeeuuueee tttooo rrreeepppooorrrttt
tttooo ttthhheee rrroooooommm ooonnn wwwhhhaaattt ttthhheeeyyy llleeeaaarrrnnneeeddd;;; ttteeeeeennnsss lllooovvveee pppooosssiiinnnggg iiinnn ttthhheee BBBiiiggg GGGrrreeeeeennn FFFoooooottt;;; ttthhheee
CCCooo---EEEtttttteee CCCllluuubbb ooofff DDDeeetttrrroooiiittt cccooonnntititinnnuuueeesss iiitttsss 444000 yyyeeeaaarrr sssuuuppppppooorrrttt ooofff GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp...
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tion at the University of Buffalo.
Currently, her lab is investigating 

whether daily experiences of social 
support can promote health in 
adolescents with asthma, who of-
ten face stigma in their peer group. 
In a newer line of research into 
hierarchies among friend groups, 
she is finding that adolescents who 
feel they’re at the bottom of the 
pecking order or who get bossed 

around by close friends can feel 
more anxious and depressed for 
extended periods of time. 

Whether it’s carrying an inhaler 
or reading Ayn Rand as a child, the 
things that set us apart in adoles-
cence can also be used against 
us, to the detriment of our future 
growth and happiness.

Dr. Schacter’s initial spark to 
question why and how that hap-

fffrrrooommm ooottthhheeerrr sssccchhhoooooolllsss... TTThhheeeyyy cccooommmeee 
fffaaaccceee---tttooo---fffaaaccceee wwwiiittthhh dddiiiffffffeeerrreeennnttt rrraaaccceeesss,,, 
cccuuullltttuuurrreeesss,,, aaannnddd bbbaaaccckkkgggrrrooouuunnndddsss... “““TTThhheee 
ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss aaarrreee wwwaaarrryyy aaattt fififirrrsssttt... AAAllllll 
ttthhhooossseee pppeeeooopppllleee ttthhheeeyyy dddooonnn’’’ttt kkknnnooowww,,,””” 
sssaaaiiiddd CCChhheeerrryyylll DDDeeeeeeppp,,, cccooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceee 
cccoooooorrrdddiiinnnaaatttooorrr...

TTTrrraaaiiinnneeeddd fffaaaccciiillliiitttaaatttooorrrsss eeennncccooouuurrraaagggeee 
ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss tttooo tttaaalllkkk aaabbbooouuuttt tttooopppiiicccsss 
ttthhhaaattt mmmaaatttttteeerrr tttooo ttthhheeemmm... TTThhhiiisss yyyeeeaaarrr,,, 
ttthhheeeyyy cccooovvveeerrreeeddd sssoooccciiiaaalll mmmeeedddiiiaaa,,, 

pens continues aflame. “The over-
arching mission of my research is 
to strengthen adolescents’ peer 
relationships and reduce the suf-
fering of those facing peer adversi-
ty,” she said. “I’m guided by a vision 
of a world where every adolescent 
enjoys the developmental benefits 
of peer relationships that are nur-
turing.”

bbbuuullllllyyyiiinnnggg,,, iiimmmmmmiiigggrrraaatititiooonnn,,, pppaaarrreeennntttsss,,, 
cccooonnnflflfliiicccttt,,, fffrrriiieeennndddssshhhiiippp aaannnddd mmmooorrreee... 
AAAsss ttthhheee mmmiiinnnuuuttteeesss pppaaasssssseeeddd,,, ssstttuuudddeeennntttsss 
bbbeeecccaaammmeee eeennngggaaagggeeeddd... TTThhheee eeennneeerrrgggyyy iiinnn 
ttthhheee rrroooooommm rrrooossseee... “““GGGeeettittittinnnggg tttooo kkknnnooowww 
sssooommmeeeooonnneee yyyooouuu mmmiiiggghhhttt nnnooottt eeennncccooouuunnn---
ttteeerrr iiinnn yyyooouuurrr eeevvveeerrryyydddaaayyy sssccchhhoooooolll ooorrr 
nnneeeiiiggghhhbbbooorrrhhhooooooddd cccaaannn ooopppeeennn aaattt---
titititttuuudddeeesss fffooorrr llliiifffeee,,,””” sssaaaiiiddd HHHaaannnnnnaaahhh 
SSSccchhhaaacccttteeerrr,,, PPPhhhDDD,,, aaa WWWSSSUUU pppsssyyyccchhhooolll---
ooogggyyy ppprrrooofffeeessssssooorrr aaannnddd GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp’’’sss 

fffaaacccuuullltttyyy aaadddvvviiisssooorrr (((ssseeeeee ppp... 111)))...
TTTooowwwaaarrrddd ttthhheee cccooonnnfffeeerrreeennnccceee eeennnddd,,, 

eeeaaaccchhh tttaaabbbllleee ssseeennnttt aaa rrreeepppooorrrttteeerrr tttooo ttthhheee 
mmmiiicccrrroooppphhhooonnneee tttooo ssshhhaaarrreee wwwhhhaaattt ttthhheee 
gggrrrooouuuppp hhhaaaddd llleeeaaarrrnnneeeddd... CCCooommmmmmeeennntttsss 
iiinnncccllluuudddeeeddd::: 

 “““GGGeeettittittinnnggg tttooo kkknnnooowww pppeeeooopppllleee iiisssnnn’’’ttt 
aaasss tttooouuuggghhh aaasss yyyooouuu ttthhhiiinnnkkk iiittt wwwiiillllll bbbeee... 
EEEvvveeerrryyyooonnneee dddeeessseeerrrvvveeesss aaa ccchhhaaannnccceee...”””

“““IIIttt rrreeeaaallllllyyy hhheeelllpppsss tttooo kkknnnooowww yyyooouuu 
aaarrreeennn’’’ttt ttthhheee ooonnnlllyyy pppeeerrrsssooonnn eeexxxpppeeerrriii---
eeennnccciiinnnggg sssooommmeeettthhhiiinnnggg hhhaaarrrddd...”””

 “““EEEvvveeerrryyyooonnneee iiisss uuunnniiiqqquuueee,,, bbbuuuttt wwweee aaallllll 
hhhaaavvveee ttthhhiiinnngggsss iiinnn cccooommmmmmooonnn...  WWWeee’’’rrreee 
aaallllll hhhuuummmaaannnsss...”””

“““TTThhheee bbbooonnndddsss wwweee bbbuuuiiilllddd tttooodddaaayyy wwwiiillllll 
hhheeelllppp uuusss bbbuuuiiilllddd ooouuurrr wwwooorrrlllddd tttooommmooorrr---
rrrooowww...”””

TTThhheee eeevvveeennnttt fififitttsss wwweeellllll wwwiiittthhh MMMPPPSSSIII’’’sss 
mmmiiissssssiiiooonnn tttooo iiimmmppprrrooovvveee ttthhheee wwweeellllll---
bbbeeeiiinnnggg ooofff ccchhhiiillldddrrreeennn aaannnddd fffaaammmiiillliiieeesss... 
DDDiiirrreeeccctttooorrr HHHuuuttthhh---BBBoooccckkksss iiisss ppprrrooouuuddd ooofff 
ttthhheee iiinnnssstitititttuuuttteee’’’sss dddeeecccaaadddeeesss ooofff hhhooosssttt---
iiinnnggg iiittt aaattt WWWSSSUUU... “““WWWeee rrreeeaaallliiizzzeee aaa lllooottt iiisss 
gggoooiiinnnggg ooonnn aaarrrooouuunnnddd ttthhheee wwwooorrrlllddd rrriiiggghhhttt 
nnnooowww... IIIttt’’’sss hhhaaarrrddd tttooo tttaaakkkeee iiittt aaallllll iiinnn aaannnddd 
uuunnndddeeerrrssstttaaannnddd iiittt sssooommmeeetititimmmeeesss,,,””” ssshhheee 
sssaaaiiiddd iiinnn hhheeerrr ooopppeeennniiinnnggg rrreeemmmaaarrrkkksss... “““AAAnnn 
eeevvveeennnttt llliiikkkeee GGGiiiaaannnttt SSSttteeeppp gggiiivvveeesss uuusss aaannn 
oooppppppooorrrtttuuunnniiitttyyy tttooo bbbuuuiiilllddd rrreeelllaaatititiooonnn---
ssshhhiiipppsss aaannnddd rrreeessspppeeeccctftftfuuulll cccooonnnvvveeerrrsssaaa---
tititiooonnnsss ... ... ... hhhooollldddiiinnnggg tttooo ooouuurrr mmmooottttttooo ooofff 
IIInnncccllluuusssiiiooonnn,,, HHHaaarrrmmmooonnnyyy,,, AAAcccccceeeppptttaaannnccceee...”””



An International Landmark of Multicultural Significance 
 

THE FREER HOUSE 
The historic 1892 Freer House has proudly served as home 

to Merrill-Palmer since 1921 and been part of WSU since 1983. 
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Our partnerships with the DIA 
and the metro Detroit Japanese 
and Asian communities continue 
to grow and expand. Fall programs 
highlighted Freer’s pioneering role 
as a world-renowned collector 
of Japanese art and the unique 
contributions of Freer and Detroit 
to the introduction of Japanese art 
and culture into the U.S. in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries.

In October, we co-sponsored 
with the Friends of Asian Arts and 
Cultures/DIA, a screening of the 
documentary “Edo Avant Garde” 
at the Detroit Film Theatre, with 

the filmmaker Linda Hoaglund inter-
viewed live on stage This beautiful 
film positions the art of Edo period 
Japanese screens and scrolls as 
early precursors of modernism in 
the West. Freer, whom Ms. Hoa-
glund referred as having “an incred-
ible fortune, an incredible eye, and 
wonderful taste” is featured in the 
film as are many of the extraordi-
nary works he collected. The film 
screening attended by over 150 
people was followed by a day long 
Educators’ Workshop, co-spon-
sored with the Center for Teach-
ing about Asia, with 25 instructors 
learning a K-12 arts curriculum 
created by Ms. Hoaglund and based 
on themes in the film. 

In November, we continued our 
focus on Japan with a lecture by 
Frank Feltens, PhD, curator of Japa-
nese Art, Freer Gallery of Art, Na-

tional Museum of Asian Art, Still 
Making Waves: Charles Lang Freer 
and the Waves at Matsushima. The 
lecture was co-sponsored by the 
Japan America Society of Michi-
gan and Southwestern Ontario, 
and the Friends of Asian Arts and 
Cultures/DIA. 

More than 225 people attended 
the lecture followed by a reception 
for 90 guests at the Freer House 
to celebrate the 100th anniversary 
of the opening of the Freer Gallery 
of Art in D.C., known today as the 
Smithsonian’s National Museum 
of Asian Art. The reception guests 
enjoyed Japanese food and bev-
erages with remarks by Consul 
General of Japan in Detroit, Mr. 
Yusuke Shindo, commemorating 
the Freer House and Detroit as the 
birthplace and origin of America’s 
first national art museum. 

by William Colburn
Director, Freer House

Autumn Focus:
Freer and Japan

Frank Feltens, PhD, guest speaker with slide of “Waves at Matsushima”

Linda Hoaglund (center) interviewed at the 
DIA as a slide of Freer in Japan towers over 
the background.



Nov. 19 VIP Reception (R-L): Consul General of Japan in Detroit, Yusuke Shindo,
offering a toast to Japan-U.S friendship; Derrick Redding, Chair, Japan America
Society of Detroit and Southwestern Ontario; Patrick Lindsey, WSU VP for
Government Affairs; David Roden, Honorary Counsulate of S. Korea in Detroit.
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The Freer House hosted a tour 
and discussion with 12 Detroit 
Institute of Arts gallery teachers 
(above) on the Detroit life and 
legacy of art collector Charles 
Lang Freer. This collaboration 
with the Education and Learning 
Department, further expands the 
community engagement between 
the Freer House and the DIA.  

Deirdre Hennebury (above left), 
associate director of UM Museum 
Studies Program, and Brad Taylor, 

November event co-sponsors (below L-R): Liseann 
Gouin, President, Japan America Society of Michigan 
and Southwest Ontario; David Weinberg, Freer 
House member and supporter; Katherine Kasdorf, 
Curator of the Arts of Asia and the Islamic World, 
DIA; Dr. Feltens, Curator of Japanese Art; Freer 
Gallery, National Museum of Asian Art; William 
Colburn, Director, Freer House.

Detroit Institute of Arts

University of Michigan

past associate director and cur-
rent Freer House member, visited 
recently to discuss potential UM 
“Capstone” student projects this 
winter. The UM Museum Studies 
program has been a key education-
al partner with WSU’s Freer House, 
including two past student projects 
in 2010 and 2017.

FREER HOUSE MEMBERSHIP 
When you join us, you help protect

one of Detroit’s most important
architectural treasures. Membership 

includes reduced admission to lectures 
and events and helps raise awareness 
of Freer’s legacy in the cultural history 

of Detroit and the nation.

Scan QR code to
renew or to become
a Freer House
member today!
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Merrill Palmer
Skillman Institute
71 E. Ferry St.
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313-664-2500

Start Readiness Program (GSRP) 
and the Child Care Access Means 
Parents in School  (CCAMPIS) grant 
whose parents are Pell Grant eligi-
ble WSU undergraduate students.

Early Childhood Center

Our Center is accredited by the National 
Association for the Education of Young 
Children and has earned a 5-star rating 
from the Michigan Quality Rating and 
Improvement System. The Center also 
offers FREE childcare through the Great 

Serving thousands of metro Detroit
children since 1922

INTERESTED? Scan this QR code to
complete our pre-screener form.

PHOTO: Each fall ECC children take a nature walk around our school to collect leaves and make observations
about the changes in our outdoor environment. Children sort leaves according to color and then report how many they’ve

collected by using markers to color code their nature graph.


