» Vi

2017 bOoo P REMIDAE S U - S

FEGERS TArt -£7-)

AN Y —-Tx—ENF O LT
H7a LU IGHE (horseless carriage)y & IS
17 g FN I D BEIZ D)L D13
189647228, Z @i, KILF oA b
DEFEF L~ A-L 7)=7I%
HAZIEL Thiz, 7Y -7 No
Fla~SElbicLIZB L LA T
EDYIMT, S LU TH S50 H
BSHAZKITLTEDS 2057,

TYU—=TIIBSHIEIZZa—3— N
DFLT A TEEIL 25HETT O
1TRIBET S, 75201 Ay h1-—
& -RRIZEENT U o i) B s oA Ak
ML, DX & OWIRE I E#0EL
font kB Em L T4 THIL, TO
RIX TR DR & LT &7
L7 27 BthdME 7 AV 7B i i
SN BET L R DCH 7Y =T Xiils
Mz RENT NS,

Y =T OEF, T hog
FOBEIZMS N, TR RS0z
S SN EN L > TER. B4AD
FeiT 2 C T, #d8m % (CIHED
SR SR KER GrlEa -ﬁﬂbfﬁrﬁ
BIGHRITORE S Lo U RE

DB FABUT: RSN, 19045 £US B DLt 1&bf§ﬁﬁﬂ#Lb#}f}4¢#;;Eé
R R IEEN T LA T 2 A~ A S REDR VIR - T - PREAREOETERE
Lot R :

FhafbE7Y—7

RO ERD, ZORBEDHALED
F oA b ENIAL T TIES
ERIEL, BEEOL 22 a B AT
WMLz 20 0T, YU —-T EFD
Bield, 7 A 90280 2 1 4 R isy
DLl e U Tof - L,

i EOMMZ, Za—-3—-7 &4 2
I 2AZHE L DIER TRl D R 2 0
AZN=T, LEOT7=T7IZM %
a0, LilhiciNT S50 40
HEIRA 20T 572012, ¥
FoTF RO o0 TERL RIS,
MO = 2 -3 =2 LK, 0
ToWHE, 7 =T ORI
DR LR e ELEALFEATH
ST EITIG U 720 APTTRAEREL (R
At L TIRRIBYERFE Lo/ THEIR)
Uﬂi]a&cﬁ‘itu ATHMZN THAL
RIS, 2 U —T M S O{ES O 45
;Amh FhozfivoTLadIE
RO E WL E, BIZARTRAER
I20LWTh4ERE, ThE7U—7IC
TEIFTWAE,

TN =T OEE #MERLELIL
A=Bid, 7 AV ATORNARLERLEL

ThOANEXREISATISH

ews

~NOMRE R X - 7 — 7 O XY
BN D -3 AFIRFERL D REAS
H D MORNHFIZ, 7V —TF 0 aM
BRTH FhOAg b7 YT - N
BT D07 =T OXHIE RM
LTHED, Fhoq hEHADRELT
MY TH S,

by 8- 2]
12 PU=TNIZ oA -Huxs
FR. FLo¥ry=— d7—F4227 2013

I Fe=NX-L-2U=-71968%
ER. IFO=F - -RFA7
P R G g i 11 4

1 IREENY IE B Lhee

5 ERGOIY-7R (SNFEORALBORETA
Bt ZU=7-na32

E7 hO4 FEFEERERERICES Y2 | 2

Ul Rl FUSFIHIE .. T
AIEE - JAPIA REWRIL S -

g b
i

Michigan Financial Companies 40IKBRBEZ+— . 4

N7ERBSOEERNE . 5
T R e, 5
T I e M E s Fe 6

A L POl i 7
ERERDBUR o I T
SHOBSDERTE . .. 8
W & U 8

7ho4 FEXBTS (UBSD)MRE: 7 OS FEARISICET SRR, CEREIARETIARC KA,

T:2485136354 F:2485136376 [bsdmich@jbsd.org wwwjbsdorg

£2017 JBSD. All rights reserved 05-17 Desigred by JTAD Oprions expressad hers are those of the authors and da nol necessarily rellect those of the JBSD






May 2017 Issue #278
The Japan Business Society of Detroit (JBSD) Monthly Magazine Views
Special article to commemorate the re-opening of the Japan Gallery at the DIA in 2017

Art Connection - Detroit and Freer
by
Ms. Yuriko Kuchiki, author and journalist

{Translated from Japanese to English by Hiroko Lancour, Freer House volunieer)

It was 1896 when Henry Ford succeeded in manufacturing four-wheel automobiles, the so-called
“horseless carriages.” A year before that, a Detroit industrialist named Charles L. Freer was
travelling in Japan. During the Meiji period, not many foreign travelers went to Japan. Freer
was a rare character who visited Japan five times. His first trip was in 1895. After landing at

Nagasaki, Freer began his five-month trip around Japan.'

Charles L. Freer was born in 1854 in Kingston. New York. When he was 25 years old, Freer
moved to Detroit. The railroad car business he and Frank J. Hecker established became
successful. Their company went through absorption mergers multiple times. Retired from
business in his forties, due to his health conditions. Freer spent the rest of his life as an art
collector.” He bequeathed his Asian art collection to the U.S. government.® His collection is

now at the Freer Gallery of Art in Washingion, D.C.

While Freer was alive. his art collection was at his house in Detroit. Visitors from around the
world came to see his collection. Freer was befriended by Japanese industrialists such as
Masuda Takashi (the first president of Mitsui Bussan) and IHara Tomitard (who managed Empire
Silk Thread Company and Yokohama Koshin Bank). Their friendship lasted a lifetime. Freer
welcomed their friends and families to visit him in Detroit. and willingly opened his house to
show them his art collection. In the early 20" century. Freer's house was the center of Japanese

art appreciation.

! "The duration of Freer's initial Japanese trip was four months, not five months as stated by Ms. Kuchiki. Freer
landed at Nagasaki on April 23, 1893 and departed from Yokohama for Vancouver on August 23, 1893, according
to the trip chronology provided by David Hogge, FGA.

*This is debatable. His health issues might not be the primary reason for his early retirement.

* Freer's collection is not limited to Asian Art. FGA's website also lists American Art, Ancient Egyptian An,
Ancient Near Eastern Art, and Biblical Manuscripts among others.
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Regular visitors to Freer’s house in Detroit were members of Yamanaka & Company, which was
an international art dealer with branches in New York and Boston. Freer, being one of their best
clients. Yamanaka & Co. members frequently came to Detroit by train to show him artwork or
give him art-related scoop information. Ushikubo Daijird. manager of Yamanaka & Co. in New
York, in particular. was impressed with Freer's ever-increasing knowledge and insight into
Japanese art. Freer could see through the essence of works by the Rinpa school artists, such as
Hon"ami Koetsu, Tawaraya Sotatsu, and Ogata Korin, when they were not yet highly appreciated
in Japan. Ushikubo respected Freer as a collector so much that he dedicated his book on

Hon ami Kdetsu to Freer.

After Freer's death. Masuda and his friends built a monument for Freer at Kaetsuji in Kyoto,
where Hon’ami Kdetsu's tomb is located. They wanted to recognize Freer's visionary efforts to
promote the appreciation of Japanese art and culture in the United States. Freer’s house still
exists in Detroit. and it symbolizes his achievements. The Freer House is a precious historical

place that shows a connection between Detroit and Japan.

Note: The footnotes were added by Hiroko Lancour,

Page 2 of 2



